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Panneton the Nationalist remained loyal to the
Government. <c There is plenty of time to change,"
he thought, "and all those who broke too soon
with the Government have had cause to regret it.
One is too apt to forget that even a prostrate Ministry
has time to deal you a kick and break your jaw."
Such wisdom was the fruit of his common sense.
He was ambitious, but did his best to satisfy his
ambition without sacrificing his business or his
pleasures, which were pictures and women. For the
rest, he was a very energetic person, always running
to and fro between his factories and Paris, where
he had three or four addresses.

The idea of worming his way in between the
Radicals and the pure Nationalists having dawned
upon him one day, he went to see Monsieur
Worms-Clavelin.

<e The proposition I am about to make to you,
monsieur le pr6fet, cannot but be agreeable to
you. I therefore feel certain beforehand of your
consent," he said. "You are anxious for the
success of the Laprat-Teulet list. It is your duty
to be so. I respect your feelings in the matter,
but I cannot second them. You are afraid of
the success of the Br6c6 list. Nothing more
legitimate. In this connection I may be useful to
you. I am forming, with three of my friends, a
list of Nationalist candidates. The department is